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MEYLE-HD parts last longer than originals

MEYLE heavy-duty parts have been technically optimised compared to original parts – unique selling position on the aftermarket strengthens competitiveness of independent repairers 

Hamburg, January 2012. It is not uncommon for a number of spare parts to fail prematurely, if not within the warranty period then shortly after it has expired. German spare parts manufacturer Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG offers repair solutions developed to protect workshops from costly customer complaints. Under its MEYLE brand name Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG engineers and manufactures OE-quality parts and markets a comprehensive range of currently 15,600 products. With its MEYLE-HD range the company supplies premium-quality products which are unparalleled on the independent aftermarket. MEYLE-HD parts are developed in Germany by highly-qualified engineers. The components outshine original equipment parts in terms of durability and reliability, yet without compromising driving comfort and performance. The present range includes around 600 re-engineered HD parts to fit thousands of vehicle models. The primary goal is to develop products which provide longer service life, enhanced stability and increased driver safety. By offering a 4-year warranty on MEYLE-HD parts for passenger cars and vans Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG restates its uncompromising commitment to quality. 
Despite the tremendous progress in vehicle technology automotive components are increasingly prone to failure. Sven Nielsen, Head of Engineering at Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, explains what seems to be a contradiction: „It is not that OE suppliers produce faulty goods. But ever shorter productions cycles and a growing trend towards lightweight designs reduce the life expectancy of automotive components. Unlike in original equipment development overall vehicle weight is only a secondary aspect in aftermarket engineering. For the owner of a used car part durability is one of the crucial factors. As a result, we have different design goals.” With its MEYLE-HD range Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG offers technically optimised automotive components re-engineered to increase the vehicle’s service life. 
How HD parts are developed
For over a decade our engineers have been analysing vehicle components which are conspicuous through frequent premature failure. Evaluating recall statistics, media news and market data, information from repairers and technology partners and also empirical findings they decide which components are suitable candidates for re-engineering. As a first step in the process the engineering department determines which loads have been causing the OE part to fail. Load interaction is continuously measured throughout the entire re-engineering process. “When we develop an HD part we never lose sight of the overall system” emphasizes Sven Nielsen. “To gain an understanding of the effects of the loads applied we use computational models to simulate power flow dynamics. Because the load ratio needs to be balanced to guarantee full functional reliability of the re-engineered part and its adjacent components.” 
How we increase HD part stability

Depending on the research results engineers chose either of the following options to enhance part performance: using higher-grade materials or remodelling the part’s inner and outer design. To make a ball joint more durable the ball head diameter can for example be increased. Rubber-to-metal parts or hydro-filled rubber parts can be replaced by a solid full-metal or full-rubber version. HD stabilizer links fitted on a large variety of vehicles feature an increased ball head diameter, improved plastic socket, higher-grade lubricants or reinforced link bar. Throughout the entire re-engineering process Wulf Gaertner Autoparts also collaborates with reputable technology partners all of whom are leading experts in their fields. A joint project with the Lübeck University of Applied Sciences helped to develop a special plastic material and highly adhesive lubricant to significantly reduce wear on ball joint sockets. 
4-year warranty guarantees long service life 

Performance-enhanced MEYLE parts carry the "HD quality" seal and the HD part number extension. Since the launch of the HD range the company has been re-engineering 600 automotive components predominantly from the steering & suspension, rubber-to-metal and cooling product groups. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG offers a 4-year warranty for MEYLE-HD parts for passenger cars and vans and two years of warranty for all other parts of the product range. Multiple-stage quality control is conducted and supervised by the German product development team thereby ensuring that stringent quality standards are met at production sites around the world and our Hamburg head offices. In addition, the company collaborates with research institutes such as the Hamburg Helmut Schmidt University to carry out endurance test series on technically optimised HD parts. Field tests under various road and climatic conditions testify to the outstanding durability and lasting quality of the products. 

Download our press releases and press pictures at www.meyle.com or order in electronic file format. 
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