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Optimised parts for the independent aftermarket 
German spare parts manufacturer Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG has a strong tradition of excellence in automotive engineering on the independent aftermarket – what sets them apart: technically optimised premium-quality MEYLE-HD parts with a 4-year warranty – a culture of corporate communication promotes employee commitment
Hamburg, January 2012. Under its MEYLE brand Hamburg-based Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG engineers, manufactures and markets premium-quality replacements parts for passenger cars, vans and commercial vehicles. The owner-operated company was founded in 1958 as an exporting business and has since evolved into a high-profile manufacturing company of spare parts for the independent aftermarket. Backed by a network of subsidiaries and affiliated companies it is represented in 120 countries across the world distributing a full range of currently 15,600 MEYLE parts. German know-how, precision and high-grade materials are the key ingredients of MEYLE parts. As an integral part of the manufacturing process the company has implemented multi-stage quality assurance procedures including extensive final product tests at the head offices in Hamburg, Germany, compliant with the most stringent standards and supervised by the team of highly skilled engineers. The company’s commitment to quality is reflected by its range of MEYLE-HD parts. HD stands for heavy duty and highlights the parts’ improved strength and durability compared to OE applications – a result of sustained product refinement by their engineers. HD parts for passenger cars and vans are protected by a 4-year warranty. At Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG they value a corporate culture restates their origins as a family-run enterprise and fosters communication in the working environment. 
The company owes its success to the guiding principles of the owner family’s corporate philosophy which was shaped by the founder Wulf Gaertner and is now actively promoted by his nephew Dr. Karl J. Gaertner, who succeeded him in 1995. Spending several years in South America in the late 1950s enthusiastic amateur racer Wulf Gaertner experienced first-hand how difficult it can be to find top-grade automotive spare parts. Ultimately, this was what inspired him to found an export business which to the present day carries his name. From the outset, the core value of Wulf Gaertner’s entrepreneurial activities has been to establish trustful working relationships to the benefit of his company, customers and employees – which is still the company's maxim from Hamburg to Tokyo. The second half of 20th century however saw a fundamental change in the export trade as manufacturers increasingly sought to established direct business relationships to customers worldwide. Through the acquisition of the MEYLE brand in 1995 the former export business became a manufacturing company and ever since has been exclusively engineering, producing and marketing MEYLE automotive spare parts. 1995 was also the year in which management was handed over to the next generation with Dr. Karl J. Gaertner being appointed CEO. In 1999 he was also named chairman of the board and has since been steering the company through the challenges of the market. In 1999 Wulf Gaertner Autoparts became a listed public company. The company has continued to grow in terms of employees and logistics at both its Hamburg head offices and locations the world over. With its global network of offices and affiliated companies Wulf Gaertner Autoparts is represented in Europe, USA and Asia. 
Products and production “engineered in Germany”
Drawing on its technical expertise and engineering know-how Wulf Gaertner Autoparts manufactures MEYLE parts from eight products groups: steering & suspension parts, rubber-to-metal parts, brake parts, damping parts, cooling parts, filters, drive components, electric & sensors and miscellaneous parts such as gas springs and oil pans. Product development is centralised at the Hamburg head offices. With their in-depth expert knowledge their engineers supervise manufacturing processes at both company-run production sites and trusted manufacturing partners. This way they ensure that the same stringent quality standards are met at locations around the world.
HD product range
“Nothing ventured, nothing gained“ and “pioneering spirit breaks new grounds” have been the founder’s mottos which have guided both employees and management right up to the present day. Thus, it was an innovative idea of one of the employees which led to the launch of the HD product range – giving the company a unique selling position on the automotive aftermarket. HD parts are re-engineered to provide greater stability and durability than the parts developed by OEMs and vehicle manufacturers. Studying recall statistics, media reports and information from repairers and technology partners the engineers identify fail-prone OE parts and systems. The current range of optimised HD parts features around 600 products predominantly from the steering & suspension and rubber-to-metal product groups. These parts can be found on thousands of vehicle models, e.g. from Audi, BMW, Ford, Mercedes, Renault, Citroen and VW. The range of HD products includes stabiliser links, ball joints, control arms, tie rod ends, rubber and strut mounts. Product refinement is a multiple-step process including analysis of the defective original part and measurement of the loads applied on the component. On the basis of the results the engineers decide whether to use higher-grade materials or remodel the design of individual component to improve the reliability and durability of the part in question. MEYLE-HD parts are designed, engineered and tested by a team of expert engineers in Germany. 
Quality assurance
Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG collaborates closely with expert technology partners to develop technically advanced MEYLE and MEYLE-HD parts. Partners have included a leading company in the aviation industry for the development of a wear-resistant plastic socket and research institutes such as the Lübeck University of Applied Sciences or the Hamburg Helmut Schmidt University, where endurance tests are conducted. The quality management system is also based at the Hamburg head offices. At the test laboratories they examine materials, workmanship and precise fit of the products. They also perform long-term field tests to assess part performance under different road and climatic conditions. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG offers a 4-year warranty for MEYLE-HD parts for passenger cars and vans and two years of warranty for all other parts of the product range. 

Far-sighted HR policy
The drivers of sustained growth, continued competitiveness and lasting quality are experienced staff and above-average employee commitment at every level of an enterprise. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG’s ongoing success can be primarily credited to its far-sighted staff development policy by which the company manages to motivate and retain experienced personnel. Owing to the enviable corporate culture which the management proactively promotes good internal communication is a key element of the corporate philosophy and makes a major contribution to the success of the family-owned business. Employees are offered a share in the profit in the form of an annual bonus which is invested and paid out once every ten years. This pays off in several ways: below-average number of absences, low employee turnover, no trouble finding skilled personnel and above-average employee commitment are what set Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG apart. In 2008, 2010 and 2012 they were voted one of the best 100 SME employers in the “Top Job” company rating.
Download our press releases and press pictures at www.meyle.com or order in electronic file format. 
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