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MEYLE quality program at the Equip Auto
Wulf Gaertner Autoparts will be presenting their premium range for French vehicles at the Equip Auto in Paris – Better spares mean independent workshops can be better placed than authorised dealers – Continued expansion into the French market – Premiere for an enhanced axial rod with matching HD tie rod ends for Renault models Espace and Avantime
Hamburg/Paris, octobre 2011. At the Equip Auto from 11.10.2011 to 15.10.2011 Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG will be presenting their comprehensive range of quality-tested MEYLE brand spares. At this year's Equip Auto, the leading event in the French automotive sector, they will once again be focussing on their HD parts – their own range of components engineered to outperform OE equivalents. Over recent years the Hamburg-based manufacturer has been systematically expanding their product portfolio for French vehicles. This year in Paris they will be premiering an HD axial rod with matching HD tie rod ends for the Renault Espace and Avantime.
Under their MEYLE brand the Hamburg based Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, engineers and produces high-grade spares in OE quality for the independent spare parts market. With a range consisting of around 13,300 articles, Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG can meet almost any need. Top quality is paramount – from the choice of raw material, through production and the rigorous testing procedures. One of their prime objectives is to enable independent workshops to set themselves apart from authorised workshops by supplying them with enhanced spares. This is what has motivated Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG to develop over 560 parts for thousands of different vehicle models and to apply their engineering expertise to make them even better than the original. These MEYLE brand HD components outshine OE products in terms of life and reliability. This is why Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG can afford to give four years warranty on their MEYLE HD parts:
The Hamburg specialist for steering and suspension will be focussing on their HD range at the Equip Auto. They will demonstrate the forces which act on the steering and suspension components using cross-section models and an enhanced McPherson front-axle on Peugeot and Citroën and explain how Wulf Gaertner Autoparts engineers have modified the parts to withstand these stresses better.
And they will be illustrating this with their latest development, which they will be presenting at the forthcoming Auto Equip in Paris. For the first time Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG has applied their philosophy of enhanced parts to an axial rod for Renault models Espace and Avantime, which have been found to have above-average steering play in their general technical inspection, caused by worn out axial rods and worn tie rod ends. The enhanced MEYLE brand HD components have bigger ball head diameters than the originals. A small change, but what a difference! The forces acting on the ball are distributed more evenly, significantly reducing the surface pressure on the plastic socket of the joint. A worn out joint prevents steering being transferred accurately to the wheels, causing toe-in which leads to greater wear on tyres and makes accidents more likely.
Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG has a special interest in the French market. In 2011 alone Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG re-designed a number of parts specifically for French vehicles. These include tie rod ends, ball joints, stabilizer links, bushings and control arms for Citroën, Peugeot and Renault. 
Beginning of 2010 Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG set up their  French subsidiary; MEYLE France, in Toulouse to look after the needs and requirements of  French customers. Logistic locations throughout France guarantee comprehensive service and high-speed supply of parts. From their new base in France they can supply the full range of parts, particularly steering and suspension components, water pumps, brakes and rubber-to-metal parts.
Visit us at the Wulf Gaertner Autoparts stand at the Equip Auto at the Parc des Expositions in Hall 6 Stand 6UO59.
You can download the press texts and press photos from www.meyle.com or order them as files. 
Contact: 
1. Public Relations Hoyningen-Huene, Marc von Bandemer, Tel: +49 40 416208-17, E-mail: mvb@prvhh.de
2. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, Anja Volkers, Tel: +49 40 67506-7453, E-mail: anja.volkers@meyle.com
Small change – big difference! 
New MEYLE HD component for Renault models Espace and Avantime – for the first time Wulf Gaertner Autoparts has enhanced an axial rod over the original – a bigger ball head prevents steering play
Hamburg, october 2011. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG presents the very first MEYLE HD axial rod with fitting HD tie rod ends developed specifically for use in Renault models Espace and Avantime. To prevent steering play in these vehicles Wulf Gaertner engineers have enlarged both the diameter of the ball head in the axial rod , as well as in the tie rod end.
MEYLE-HD brand components outperform OE products in terms of durability and reliability. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG has already refined 560 parts for thousands of different models, creating optimised MEYLE HD parts. For the first time Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG has now applied their philosophy of improved parts to an axial rod for Renault models Espace and Avantime which have been found to have above-average steering play in their general technical inspection caused by worn out axial rod and worn tie rod ends.
Worn out joints can have serious consequences for the driver. Steering manoeuvres which are not transferred precisely to the wheels can cause toe-in. This leads to greater wear on tyres and makes accidents more likely. To prevent this Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG’s engineers have enlarged the ball head diameter of the tie rod end  by up to four millimetres. A small change, but what a difference! The forces acting on the ball are distributed more evenly, significantly reducing the surface pressure on the plastic socket of the joint. It goes without saying that Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG only uses materials which will ensure the utmost durability. The plastic sockets are designed for low abrasion and wear-resistance. A high level of form stability ensures that they withstand a rough ride on poor road surfaces. The hi-tech grease with white lubricants provides for better protection from wear and helps prevent corrosion-induced failure. 
All these measures greatly enhance the functioning and durability of the components over their OE counterparts. This is why Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG gives four years warranty on their MEYLE HD parts:
You can download the press texts and press photos from www.meyle.com or order them as files. 
Contact: 
3. Public Relations Hoyningen-Huene, Marc von Bandemer, Tel: +49 40 416208-17, E-mail: mvb@prvhh.de
4. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, Anja Volkers, Tel: +49 40 67506-7453, E-mail: anja.volkers@meyle.com
Prompt Product Information For The Workshop
Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG is publishing a new catalogue for the component group “Mounts/Motor”– arranged according to model series for faster and more effective searching
Hamburg, october 2011. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG has now organised their vast portfolio of Mounts/Motor products in a single catalogue. This new catalogue provides workshop staff with more product details, for example additional information on the part's installation environment.

The company has further developed and harmonized the structure of their approximate 13.300 articles. The new component group catalogue for Mounts/Motor gives more detailed information and  is even easier for the user to access. 
For this purpose information per part is recorded in a central, media-independent database. Whether you are using the TecDoc system, the online catalogue on the MEYLE website or the printed catalogue, all data is retrieved from the same database. And because the information on each MEYLE article is organised according to the same system irrespective of the medium, users won't waste valuable time getting to grips with a different system.
 "Knowing you can find the right product and whatever secondary information you need quickly, greatly simplifies workshop routine. This is why clarity and ease-of-use are right up at the top of our product communication priorities" says Nils Prochnow, head of product management at Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG.
The first part of the catalogue lists the products for all the main vehicle manufacturers, organised according to model range. This way all the components for a given vehicle type can be presented clearly along with detailed information on installation. The second part contains a photo index. Distinct pictures with valuable product information ensure that repair professionals can identify articles easily and reliably. The third part allows users to navigate to parts and vehicle models through referencing lists and vehicle types.
We have deliberately avoided using a complex system of symbols to make the catalogue easy to use and ensure that it is an invaluable workshop resource. The sort sequence is designed to meet the needs of customers. The table of contents is organised according to make, model range, and vehicle type for greater clarity. The photographic index is structured according to the MEYLE article number in ascending order. In organising the manufacturers' references we have kept closely to the manufacturer's data and used their sort sequence for the article numbers.
Catalogues will be monolingual and available in German, English, French and Spanish. A Russian version will be published shortly. As well as the print version we can also provide the catalogue as a PDF file on request. 
You can download the press texts and press photos from www.meyle.com or order them as files. 
Contact: 
5. Public Relations Hoyningen-Huene, Marc von Bandemer, Tel: +49 40 416208-17, E-mail: mvb@prvhh.de
6. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, Anja Volkers, Tel: +49 40 67506-7453, E-mail: anja.volkers@meyle.com
	Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG – Key Facts

	Company:

Brands: 
	Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG

MEYLE, MEYLE-HD

	Address: 

	Merkurring 111

D-22143 Hamburg 

www.meyle.com

	Established: 
	11 July 1958

	Founder: 
	Wulf Gaertner

	Products: 
	Spare parts for the aftermarket for cars, vans, commercial vehicles

Product-program improved HD-parts 
Assortment: 13,300 parts, include more than 560 HD-parts

	Managing Board: 
	Dr. Karl J. Gaertner (CEO), Marita Schwartze

	Shareholders:
	Family of the founder 

	Sales: 
	2010: € 242,5 million (with partners) 

	Market presence: 
	120 countries worldwide 

	Employees:
	Worldwide in 2011:    1,200 (together with partners)

Hamburg in 2011:      300

	Products and solutions: 
	Aftermarket 
· Spare parts 

· HD-parts 

Specialized in the following product groups: 

· Suspension & steering
· Rubber-metal parts

· Brakes
· Damping

	Partnerships:

	· Lübeck University of Applied Sciences

· Helmut-Schmidt-University, Hamburg


Optimised parts for the independent aftermarket 
German spare parts manufacturer Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG has a strong tradition of excellence in automotive engineering on the independent aftermarket – what sets them apart: technically optimised premium-quality MEYLE-HD parts with a 4-year warranty – a culture of corporate communication promotes employee commitment
Hamburg, october 2011. Under its MEYLE brand Hamburg-based Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG engineers, manufactures and markets premium-quality replacements parts for passenger cars, vans and commercial vehicles. The owner-operated company was founded in 1958 as an exporting business and has since evolved into a high-profile manufacturing company of spare parts for the independent aftermarket. Backed by a network of subsidiaries and affiliated companies it is represented in 120 countries across the world distributing a full range of currently 13,300 MEYLE parts. German know-how, precision and high-grade materials are the key ingredients of MEYLE parts. As an integral part of the manufacturing process the company has implemented multi-stage quality assurance procedures including extensive final product tests at the head offices in Hamburg, Germany, compliant with the most stringent standards and supervised by the team of highly skilled engineers. The company’s commitment to quality is reflected by its range of MEYLE-HD parts. HD highlights the parts’ improved strength and durability compared to OE applications – a result of sustained product refinement by their engineers. HD parts for passenger cars and vans are protected by a 4-year warranty. At Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG they value a corporate culture restates their origins as a family-run enterprise and fosters communication in the working environment. 
The company owes its success to the guiding principles of the owner family’s corporate philosophy which was shaped by the founder Wulf Gaertner and is now actively promoted by his nephew Dr. Karl J. Gaertner, who succeeded him in 1995. Spending several years in South America in the late 1950s enthusiastic amateur racer Wulf Gaertner experienced first-hand how difficult it can be to find top-grade automotive spare parts. Ultimately, this was what inspired him to found an export business which to the present day carries his name. From the outset, the core value of Wulf Gaertner’s entrepreneurial activities has been to establish trustful working relationships to the benefit of his company, customers and employees – which is still the company's maxim from Hamburg to Tokyo. The second half of 20th century however saw a fundamental change in the export trade as manufacturers increasingly sought to established direct business relationships to customers worldwide. Through the acquisition of the MEYLE brand in 1995 the former export business became a manufacturing company and ever since has been exclusively engineering, producing and marketing MEYLE automotive spare parts. 1995 was also the year in which management was handed over to the next generation with Dr. Karl J. Gaertner being appointed CEO. In 1999 he was also named chairman of the board and has since been steering the company through the challenges of the market. In 1999 Wulf Gaertner Autoparts became a listed public company. The company has continued to grow in terms of employees and logistics at both its Hamburg head offices and locations the world over. With its global network of offices and affiliated companies Wulf Gaertner Autoparts is represented in Europe, USA and Asia. 
Products and production “engineered in Germany”
Drawing on its technical expertise and engineering know-how Wulf Gaertner Autoparts manufactures MEYLE parts from eight products groups: steering & suspension parts, rubber-to-metal parts, brake parts, damping parts, cooling parts, filters, drive components, electric & sensors and miscellaneous parts such as gas springs and oil pans. Product development is centralised at the Hamburg head offices. With their in-depth expert knowledge their engineers supervise manufacturing processes at both company-run production sites and trusted manufacturing partners. This way they ensure that the same stringent quality standards are met at locations around the world.
HD product range
“Nothing ventured, nothing gained“ and “pioneering spirit breaks new grounds” have been the founder’s mottos which have guided both employees and management right up to the present day. Thus, it was an innovative idea of one of the employees which led to the launch of the HD product range – giving the company a unique selling position on the automotive aftermarket. HD parts are re-engineered to provide greater stability and durability than the parts developed by OEMs and vehicle manufacturers. Studying recall statistics, media reports and information from repairers and technology partners the engineers identify fail-prone OE parts and systems. The current range of optimised HD parts features around 560 products predominantly from the steering & suspension and rubber-to-metal product groups. These parts can be found on thousands of vehicle models, e.g. from Audi, BMW, Ford, Mercedes, Renault, Citroen and VW. The range of HD products includes stabiliser links, ball joints, control arms, tie rod ends, rubber and strut mounts. Product refinement is a multiple-step process including analysis of the defective original part and measurement of the loads applied on the component. On the basis of the results the engineers decide whether to use higher-grade materials or remodel the design of individual component to improve the reliability and durability of the part in question. MEYLE-HD parts are designed, engineered and tested by a team of expert engineers in Germany. 
Quality assurance
Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG collaborates closely with expert technology partners to develop technically advanced MEYLE and MEYLE-HD parts. Partners have included research institutes such as the Lübeck University of Applied Sciences or the Hamburg Helmut Schmidt University, where endurance tests are conducted. The quality management system is also based at the Hamburg head offices. At the test laboratories they examine materials, workmanship and precise fit of the products. They also perform long-term field tests to assess part performance under different road and climatic conditions. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG offers a 4-year warranty for MEYLE-HD parts for passenger cars and vans and two years of warranty for all other parts of the product range. 

Far-sighted HR policy
The drivers of sustained growth, continued competitiveness and lasting quality are experienced staff and above-average employee commitment at every level of an enterprise. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG’s ongoing success can be primarily credited to its far-sighted staff development policy by which the company manages to motivate and retain experienced personnel. Owing to the enviable corporate culture which the management proactively promotes good internal communication is a key element of the corporate philosophy and makes a major contribution to the success of the family-owned business. Employees are offered a share in the profit in the form of an annual bonus which is invested and paid out once every ten years. This pays off in several ways: below-average number of absences, low employee turnover, no trouble finding skilled personnel and above-average employee commitment are what set Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG apart. In 2008 and 2010 they were voted one of the best 100 SME employers in the “Top Job” company rating.
Download our press releases and press pictures at www.meyle.com or order in electronic file format. 

Contact: 

7. Public Relations von Hoyningen-Huene, Marc von Bandemer, phone: +49 40 416208-17, 
E-Mail: mvb@prvhh.de
8. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, Anja Volkers, phone: +49 40 67506-7453, E-Mail: anja.volkers@meyle.com 
MEYLE-HD parts last longer than originals

MEYLE HD parts have been technically optimised compared to original parts – unique selling position on the aftermarket strengthens competitiveness of independent repairers 

Hamburg, october 2011. It is not uncommon for a number of spare parts to fail prematurely, if not within the warranty period then shortly after it has expired. German spare parts manufacturer Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG offers repair solutions developed to protect workshops from costly customer complaints and to increase customer loyalty. Under its MEYLE brand name Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG engineers and manufactures quality parts and markets a comprehensive range of currently 13,300 products. With its MEYLE-HD range the company supplies premium-quality products which are unparalleled on the independent aftermarket. MEYLE-HD parts are developed in Germany by highly-qualified engineers. The components outshine original equipment parts in terms of durability and reliability, yet without compromising driving comfort and performance.
The present range includes around 560 re-engineered HD parts to fit thousands of vehicle models. The primary goal is to develop products which provide longer service life, enhanced stability and increased driver safety. By offering a 4-year warranty on MEYLE-HD parts for passenger cars and vans Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG restates its uncompromising commitment to quality. 
Despite the tremendous progress in vehicle technology automotive components are increasingly prone to failure. Sven Nielsen, Head of Engineering at Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, explains what seems to be a contradiction: „It is not that OE suppliers produce faulty goods. But ever shorter productions cycles and a growing trend towards lightweight designs reduce the life expectancy of automotive components. Unlike in original equipment development overall vehicle weight is only a secondary aspect in aftermarket engineering. For the owner of a used car part durability is one of the crucial factors. As a result, we have different design goals.” With its MEYLE-HD range Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG offers technically optimised automotive components re-engineered to increase the vehicle’s service life. 
How HD parts are developed 

For over a decade our engineers have been analysing vehicle components which are conspicuous through frequent premature failure. Evaluating recall statistics, media news and market data, information from repairers and technology partners and also our empirical findings they decide which components are suitable candidates for re-engineering. As a first step in the process the engineering department determines which loads have been causing the OE part to fail. Load interaction is continuously measured throughout the entire re-engineering process. “When we develop an HD part we never lose sight of the overall system” emphasizes Sven Nielsen. “To gain an understanding of the effects of the loads applied we use computational models to simulate power flow dynamics. Because the load ratio needs to be balanced to guarantee full functional reliability of the re-engineered part and its adjacent components.” 
How we increase HD part stability

Depending on the research results our engineers chose either of the following options to enhance part performance: using higher-grade materials or remodelling the part’s inner and outer design. To make a ball joint more durable the ball head diameter can for example be increased. Rubber-to-metal parts or hydro-filled rubber parts can be replaced by a solid full-metal or full-rubber version. HD stabilizer links fitted on a large variety of vehicles feature an increased ball head diameter, improved plastic socket, higher-grade lubricants or reinforced link bar. Throughout the entire re-engineering process we also collaborate with reputable technology partners all of whom are leading experts in their fields. 
4-year warranty guarantees long service life 

Performance-enhanced MEYLE parts carry the "HD quality" seal and the HD part number extension. Since the launch of the HD range the company has been re-engineering 560 automotive components predominantly from the steering & suspension, rubber-to-metal and cooling product groups. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG offers a 4-year warranty for MEYLE-HD parts for passenger cars and vans and two years of warranty for all other parts of the product range. Multiple-stage quality control is conducted and supervised by the German product development team thereby ensuring that stringent quality standards are met at production sites around the world and our Hamburg head offices. In addition, the company collaborates with research institutes such as the Hamburg Helmut Schmidt University to carry out endurance test series on technically optimised HD parts. Field tests under various road and climatic conditions testify to the outstanding durability and lasting quality of our products. 

Download our press releases and press pictures at www.meyle.com or order in electronic file format. 

Contact: 

9. Public Relations von Hoyningen-Huene, Marc von Bandemer, phone: +49 40 416208-17, E-Mail: mvb@prvhh.de
10. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, Anja Volkers, phone: +49 40 67506-7453, E-Mail: anja.volkers@meyle.com 
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