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Chanelling Competence into the Aftermarket 

Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG Manufactures and Distributes Proven Quality Spare Parts under the Brand Name Meyle
To be better than the original is the stated objective of Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG with its brand name Meyle. The medium-sized company based in Hamburg thus clearly positions itself in the market of automotive spare parts for quality instead of mass. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts manufactures spare parts in selected product groups for passenger cars, vans and commercial vehicles that exceed the reliability and service life of original equipment. These enhanced parts bear the Heavy Duty (HD) designation, and the high durability of the most important HD parts has been confirmed by TÜV Nord. 

Quality spare parts that are available at the right place and time can sometimes be worth their weight in gold. The existence of the Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG in Hamburg, Germany, is based on that understanding. Gaertner, an amateur motor racing enthusiast, spent several years in Guatemala and El Salvador in the 1950s and experienced there first-hand, how difficult it was to obtain spare parts. His dilemma became the basis for a lucrative business idea that remains successful over 50 years later. The export company of 1958, trading spare parts worldwide, evolved into a parts manufacturer that established its market position with two core competencies: global automotive part distribution know-how and expertise in the design and production of parts. 

The reorientation of the company from export to manufacturing succeeded in 1995. Since then, Wulf Gaertner has been manufacturing and selling its own line of spare parts under the Meyle brand name and exporting them to 120 countries. The company’s transformation into a private stock corporation, Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, in 1999 also documents its successful business strategy. The medium-sized, international enterprise remains owner-run to this day. Dr. Karl J. Gaertner, a nephew of the founder, is the current chairman. Together with its partner enterprises, the company has over 1,150 employees worldwide and posted sales of €220 million in 2008. 

For years, Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG has been experiencing worldwide growth. That has been reflected by an increasing number of employees and expansion of warehouse capacity at the company’s administrative and sales headquarters in Hamburg, Germany. In 2005, the warehouse space available at the company’s Merkurring presence was expanded to 17,000 square meters. A further strategic direction is targeted expansion in European and pan-European countries. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts with its brand Meyle not only delivers products, but also production expertise around the world. Parts are manufactured to German standards by partner companies. The strict quality controls and product testing takes place in Hamburg, however. A further part of the company’s expansion includes strategic sales partnerships with local partners – in France, Russia, Scandinavia and Spain, for example. 

Quality and service as a tradition 

In view of the continuously rising number of recalls publicized by the German Federal Motor Vehicle Office every year, quality production of spare parts is gaining in significance. That especially holds true in Germany, a country with an aging vehicle fleet as determined by researchers of the Gelsenkirchen University of Applied Sciences. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts’ work in designing and manufacturing spare parts begins as soon as the warranty period of a vehicle has elapsed. Quality plays a decisive role in this respect. In addition to conventional parts, the medium-sized enterprise also offers a Heavy Duty line. 

HD (Heavy Duty) – innovation for enhanced quality 

The need for the automotive industry to provide replacements for parts plagued by shortcomings has been adopted by Wulf Gaertner Autoparts. With its Heavy Duty (HD) parts, the manufacturer goes a step further: their engineers focus on passenger-car and commercial-vehicle parts that appear especially susceptible to wear after a vehicle line is launched. Sophisticated analysis techniques are applied to determine their shortcomings and develop improved parts. Parts only receive the “HD Quality” seal, if they significantly exceed the quality of the original part. The company, which is headquartered in Hamburg, Germany, specializes in vehicle parts for steering and suspension, rubber-metal components and cooling system parts. The TÜV has also confirmed the quality of the most important HD parts. The showpieces of the HD line are the full-metal ball joint for the BMW E36 and the control arm for the BMW E46. 
Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG provides a 4-year warranty for all HD-parts for passenger cars and vans. Meyle products are intended primarily for wholesalers, the aftermarket and authorized service centers. End users can purchase the parts at their local dealers. Since the beginning of 2007 it is also possible to request them from authorized service centers. The advantages for the end user are obvious: Meyle stands for more safety and longer service for the car parts especially susceptible to wear; Meyle quality also comes at no extra cost for the motorist. 

For further information on Meyle, please visit www.meyle.com. 
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